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A Somali man was sentenced in a San Antonio courtroom Thursday to 15 years inA Somali man was sentenced in a San Antonio courtroom Thursday to 15 years in

federal prison for lying to get into the U.S., as well as a never-before-disclosedfederal prison for lying to get into the U.S., as well as a never-before-disclosed

admission that he had helped a terrorist group.admission that he had helped a terrorist group.

Abdinassir Mohamud IbrahimAbdinassir Mohamud Ibrahim, 43, previously admitted that he lied his way into the, 43, previously admitted that he lied his way into the

country or left out damaging details — such as his relationship to two people whocountry or left out damaging details — such as his relationship to two people who

made international headlines because of their reported ties to terrorist groups.made international headlines because of their reported ties to terrorist groups.
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But the FBI, But the FBI, Border PatrolBorder Patrol, acting U.S. Attorney , acting U.S. Attorney Richard DurbinRichard Durbin and a national and a national

security of�cial disclosed Thursday that Ibrahim secretly also pleaded guilty in Julysecurity of�cial disclosed Thursday that Ibrahim secretly also pleaded guilty in July

to sending e-mails in support of al-Shabab and providing money to a friendto sending e-mails in support of al-Shabab and providing money to a friend

af�liated with that terrorist group. The charges were made public at his sentencingaf�liated with that terrorist group. The charges were made public at his sentencing

Thursday, but of�cials made no mention of his cooperation that led to themThursday, but of�cials made no mention of his cooperation that led to them

keeping the details secret for more than six months.keeping the details secret for more than six months.
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“Ibrahim’s family was famous, and his father formerly worked for the Somali“Ibrahim’s family was famous, and his father formerly worked for the Somali

government,” an FBI af�davit said. “Through his clan lineage, Ibrahim was related togovernment,” an FBI af�davit said. “Through his clan lineage, Ibrahim was related to

known Somali terrorists Sheikh known Somali terrorists Sheikh Hassan Dahir AweysHassan Dahir Aweys and Aden Hashi Ayrow.” and Aden Hashi Ayrow.”

The af�davit said Ayrow was the former leader of al-Shabab and was killed in a U.S.The af�davit said Ayrow was the former leader of al-Shabab and was killed in a U.S.

airstrike in 2008. Aweys was af�liated with al-Shabab and al-airstrike in 2008. Aweys was af�liated with al-Shabab and al-Ittihad al-IslamiIttihad al-Islami,,

which the U.S. has placed on a list of specially designated global terrorist groups.which the U.S. has placed on a list of specially designated global terrorist groups.

Ibrahim was granted refugee status in the U.S. and resettled in Emporia, Kansas,Ibrahim was granted refugee status in the U.S. and resettled in Emporia, Kansas,

after coming through Hidalgo in May 2007. But the status was granted based onafter coming through Hidalgo in May 2007. But the status was granted based on

fraudulent information, the af�davit said.fraudulent information, the af�davit said.

ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this adArticle continues below this ad
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He claimed he was of the minority Awer clan. He con�rmed to FBI agents that heHe claimed he was of the minority Awer clan. He con�rmed to FBI agents that he

lied when he stated on his immigration forms that he �ed Somalia in 1991 becauselied when he stated on his immigration forms that he �ed Somalia in 1991 because

militias killed his mother and that he never returned to Somalia after 1991.militias killed his mother and that he never returned to Somalia after 1991.
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The af�davit said Ibrahim also admitted to agents that he forged a close friendshipThe af�davit said Ibrahim also admitted to agents that he forged a close friendship

with a man he knew only as “Hamza,” who joined al-Shabab around the timewith a man he knew only as “Hamza,” who joined al-Shabab around the time

Ibrahim came to the U.S. Ibrahim sent $100 to Hamza through a U.S.-based hawalaIbrahim came to the U.S. Ibrahim sent $100 to Hamza through a U.S.-based hawala

— an informal money broker — knowing Hamza was a member of al-Shabab, he— an informal money broker — knowing Hamza was a member of al-Shabab, he
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Guillermo has been with the Express-News for 10 years, and has covered federal court and itsGuillermo has been with the Express-News for 10 years, and has covered federal court and its
investigative agencies for most of that time. He has also covered immigration, minority a�airs and legalinvestigative agencies for most of that time. He has also covered immigration, minority a�airs and legal
a�airs as part of the projects team here and for other print, TV and radio outlets. Guillermo has alsoa�airs as part of the projects team here and for other print, TV and radio outlets. Guillermo has also
worked in Central America, Mexico, New Mexico, Arizona and California and his work has appeared inworked in Central America, Mexico, New Mexico, Arizona and California and his work has appeared in
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acknowledged to agents.acknowledged to agents.

Ibrahim, the af�davit said, knew that he was lying when he answered “no” on anIbrahim, the af�davit said, knew that he was lying when he answered “no” on an

immigration form asking him if he ever provided material assistance to any personimmigration form asking him if he ever provided material assistance to any person

or organization involved in sabotage, kidnapping, political assassination, hijackingor organization involved in sabotage, kidnapping, political assassination, hijacking

or other form of terrorist activity.or other form of terrorist activity.
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