
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR TH

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V.

MERGIA NEGUSSIE HABTEYES,

Defendant.

Case No. I:18-cr-305-TSE

STATEMENT OF FACTS

The United States and the defendant, MERGIA NEGUSSIE HABTEYES, agree that at

trial, the United States would have proven the following facts beyond a reasonable doubt with

admissible and credible evidence:

1. The government's evidence would show that in 1974,^ Ethiopia's imperial

government was overthrown by a council of military officers commonly known as the Derg, In

1977, Mengistu Haile Mariam became the Derg^s chairman. Under Mengistu's rule, the Derg

launched a decentralized campaign of violence against political opponents, including members,

perceived members, and supporters of the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Party (the "EPRP").

This period of violence, the peak of which began in 1977 and continued into 1978, came to be

known as Qey Shibir or the "Red Terror."

2. The government's evidence would further show that during the Red Terror, the

Derg and its affiliates arrested, extra-judicially detained, interrogated, and tortured tens of

thousands of EPRP members, perceived members, and supporters, many of whom were

juveniles. Some of these individuals were ultimately executed.

All dates referred to in this Statement of Facts are in the Gregorian calendar.
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