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New Data: Immigration Surged in 2014 and 2015
More than three million legal and illegal immigrants settled
in the United States in the last two years

By Steven A. Camarota

new legal and illegal immigrants settled in the United States in 2014 and 2015 — a 39 percent increase

over the prior two years. The number of legal and illegal immigrants settling in the country is now higher
than before the 2007 recession and may match the level in 2000 and 2001. Immigration from other countries has
offset a decline in immigration from Mexico.

g n analysis of new government data by the Center for Immigration Studies shows more than three million

Several factors have likely contributed to the rebound, including cutbacks in enforcement, an improved economy,
and the expansive nature of our legal immigration system (especially for long-term temporary visas such as guest-
workers and foreign students).

Among the findings:

o New data collected by the Census Bureau shows that 3.1 million new immigrants (legal and illegal) set-
tled in the country in 2014 and 2015, or more than 1.5 million annually.

o In2012 and 2013, 2.3 million immigrants arrived, about 1.1 million annually. In 2010 and 2011, 2.1 mil-
lion new immigrants arrived, about one million annually.

o All of the above numbers are based on publicly available information in Census Bureau data; no adjust-
ments have been made for those missed by the bureau. But even without adjusting for undercount, the
scale of new immigration is enormous.

o The big increase in new arrivals in the last two years was driven by a rise in immigration from Latin
America, particularly countries other than Mexico; South Asia (e.g. Pakistan and India); and East Asia
(e.g. China and Vietnam).

o Our preliminary estimate is that, of the 3.1 million immigrants who arrived in that last two years, about
one-third, 1.1 million (or 550,000 annually) were new illegal immigrants, a significant increase from the
700,000 illegal immigrants (350,000 annually) who entered in 2012 and 2013.

o The above estimate of illegal immigration represents the flow of new illegal aliens surreptitiously cross-
ing the border, overstaying a temporary visa, or released into the country after a short detention, such as
families from Central America. The numbers do not represent the net increase in the total illegal immi-
grant population.

o The available evidence also indicates that the number of new legal immigrants, both temporary and
permanent, arriving from abroad has increased. Our best estimate is that the arrival of legal immigrants
increased about 30 percent, from 1.6 million in 2012-2013 to two million in 2014-2015.

Steven A. Camarota is the director of research at the Center for Immigration Studies.
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Introduction

The Census Bureau conducts several large surveys that are representative of the U.S. population. These surveys are designed
to provide data on the labor force and American society generally. The surveys include questions on citizenship, country of
birth, and year of arrival in the United States. The survey released on the timeliest basis is the monthly Current Population
Survey (CPS). The CPS conducted in the first quarter of 2016 shows that more than three million new immigrants arrived in
2014 and 2015, or nearly 1.6 million annually. This represents a large increase over the number of annual new arrivals from
2006 to 2013. The term “immigrant” refers to all persons who are not U.S. citizens at birth. The Census Bureau typically uses
“foreign-born” to describe these individuals, and it includes naturalized U.S. citizens, legal immigrants, illegal immigrants,
and long-term temporary visitors such as guestworkers and foreign students. There is research indicating that some 5 percent
of the total immigrant population is missed by Census Bureau surveys.'

The monthly CPS indicates that the number now coming exceeds pre-recession levels and may match the levels seen from
1998 to 2001, when immigration last peaked. Census Bureau data is designed to capture both legal and illegal immigrants;
and our preliminary analysis of the CPS indicates that both legal and illegal immigration are surging. Although not as up-
to-date as the monthly CPS, both the American Community Survey, which represents the population through the middle of
2014, and the Annual Social and Economic Supplement of the CPS, collected in March 2015, both indicate that the level of
new immigration into the United States has rebounded.

A Surge in New Arrivals

Monthly Current Population Survey. To preserve anonymity, the Census Bureau groups arrival data in the CPS data it re-
leases to the public in three-year cohorts. (In odd-numbered years, the bureau groups arrival data in four-year cohorts.) The
monthly CPS data for the first quarter of 2016 show 3.1 million immigrants living in the United States who indicated they came
in 2014, 2015, or the very beginning of 2016.> The CPS from the first quarter of 2014 shows 2.3 million new arrivals in 2012
and 2013, and the CPS from 2012 shows 2.1 million arrivals in 2010 and 2011. Figure 1 shows the number of new immigrants
arriving in two-year increments based on the first quarter of even-numbered years from 2000 to 2016. The figure shows a sub-
stantial increase in 2014 and
2015 from prior years.

Figure 1. Immigration (Legal and lllegal) Surged in 2014-2015
Figure 2 shows the margin of | The Census Bureau groups immigrant arrivals in two-year increments. (millions)
error on either side of the ar-
rival numbers graphically.
Table Al in the appendix at 3.18 3.13
the end of this report shows
the margin of error around
the arrival numbers from the
monthly CPS. (A margin of er-
ror on either side of a number
is referred to as confidence in-
terval.) The confidence inter-
vals make clear that the level
of new immigration is higher
than at any time since 2001,
even taking into account sta-
tistical variation. That is, the
difference between the num-
ber who came in the last two
years and the number arriving
from 2002 to 2013 is statisti-
cally significant. The difference
between the number who ar-
rived in the last two years and

Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Survey from the first quarter of every other
year, 2000 to 2016.
Figure 2 and Table A1 report confidence intervals.
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last quarter of 2015. During
this time, 4.71 million new im-
migrants arrived in the country, more than any four-year period since 2004 to 2007. While it does not measure the same time
period or length of time as Figure 1, Table A2 still shows a significant surge in new immigration.

American Community Survey. In addition to the monthly CPS, there is the American Community Survey (ACS) collected
by the Census Bureau. The ACS is by far the nation’s largest survey and, like the CPS, it also identifies immigrants. The ACS
is collected throughout the year. However, data for 2015 will not be compiled and released until September or October 2016.
Further, the ACS is weighted to reflect the U.S. population at mid-year (July 1), so even the 2015 data will only show arrivals
through the first six months of that year. One advantage of the ACS is that it reports data by individual year of arrival, unlike
the multi-year arrival cohorts in the CPS.

The 2014 ACS, the most recent available, shows that arrivals in the first six months of 2014 jumped considerably over prior
years. Figure 3 shows that in the first six months of 2014, 849,000 (+28,000) new immigrants arrived in the United States, a
24 percent increase over the first six months of 2013. In fact, Figure 3 shows that the number of new arrivals in the first six
months of 2014 as reported in the ACS is higher than any other six-month period since 2001. (Margins of error for the ACS
arrival data are shown in appendix Table A3.) The results from the ACS through the middle of 2014 are consistent with the
findings in Figures 1 that immigration surged starting in 2014.

From 2010 to 2013, the ratio of arrivals in the first six months to the following years’ ACS for the full year averaged 1.73. Us-
ing this average ratio indicates that the 2015 ACS will show 1.469 million new arrivals for the entirety of 2014. This is shown
as a projection for 2014 in Figure 3. We will have to wait for the 2015 ACS to know for sure, but the evidence so far indicates
that in 2014 the level of immigration returned to the highs reached at the turn of the century.

Annual Social and Economic Supplement. In March of each year the Census Bureau collects the Annual Social and Eco-
nomic Supplement to the Current Population Survey, often referred to as the CPS ASEC or just ASEC. The survey over-
samples minorities and is the nation’s primary source for information about income, poverty, health insurance coverage,
and other measures of socio-economic status. The ASEC includes a question not included in the monthly CPS that asks if
respondents lived at their current residence one year ago. If they lived outside of the United States, the country is recorded.
Focusing on immigrants’ responses to this question in the ASEC can provide some insight into the number of new arrivals
on an annual basis, though it should be noted that this question is not directly measuring new arrivals.’
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Figure 3. The American Community Survey shows new arrivals have increased in last
few years. (thousands)
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Source: 2000 to 2014 public-use files of the American Community Survey (ACS).
Table A3 reports confidence intervals.

Figure 4 shows the number of immigrants who reported that they were living abroad one year prior to the ASEC. The survey
shows a significant increase in the number of immigrants who in 2015 said they lived abroad in the prior year. From 2009
to 2014, the ASEC shows that the number of these immigrants in the survey fluctuated between 650,000 and 750,000. But in
2015 the number jumped to slightly above one million. (The 2005 number is an unexplained anomaly.) Excluding the 2005
data, 2002 was the last time the number of immigrants who had lived abroad in the prior was higher than the number shown
in 2015. While the “lived abroad” question is not entirely comparable to the year of arrival question, it does strongly indicate
a big increase in new arrivals in 2014. The information available from the ASEC reported in Figure 4 is certainly consistent
with the results for the monthly CPS shown in Figures 1 and 2 — the level of new immigration has surged.

The ACS includes a very similar question about place of residence one year ago. Unfortunately, the newest ACS data available
is for 2014 and it asked about the prior year place of residence, so it is not very helpful in determining if there was a surge in
2014 and 2015. Nonetheless, the ACS does show a slight increase from 2012 to 2013 and then a larger increase 2013 to 2014.*
Again, this supports the idea that immigration has increased in recent years.

Growth in the Immigrant Population. The growth in the immigrant population reflects new arrivals minus out-migration
and deaths. (All of those born in the United States are considered native-born citizens, so the immigrant population does not
grow from births.) For the total immigrant population to grow, arrivals must outpace both deaths and out-migration. Given
its size and demographic characteristics, there are about 300,000 deaths annually among the immigrant population. While
the number of deaths does not vary from year to year very much, the level of out-migration can vary significantly. This makes
growth a more imperfect measure of new immigration levels.” Figure 5 reports the size of the total immigrant population
from the ACS, 2000 to 2014. The data from 2010 forward is weighted to reflect the 2010 Census, but the data prior to 2010
reflects the 2000 Census carried forward. So the figures before 2010 are not directly comparable to those after 2010. However,
the Pew Research Center has reweighted the immigrant population for 2009 to reflect the 2010 figure and upped the total for
that year by 1.6 percent, or about 616,000.°



Figure 4. Number of Immigrants Who Reported
They Were Living Abroad in the Prior Year (thousands)
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Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2000 to 2015.
Table A4 shows margins of error.
*The Census Bureau slightly changed the question wording in 2005, and this might account for the anomalous result.

If we use Pew’s revised 2009 numbers, then from 2009 to 2013 the immigrant population grew about 420,000 to 640,000 a
year. But from 2013 to 2014 it grew by more than one million. This supports the finding that 2014 was a period of increased
immigration. The growth shown in Figure 5 can also be used to roughly estimate “net immigration”, which can be defined
as the difference between the number of immigrants coming and going each year. Net immigration is equal to growth in the
immigrant population plus deaths.” Looking at the period from 2009 (using the revised weights) shows that net immigration
was 918,000 from the middle of 2009 to the middle of 2010; 702,000 from 2010 to 2011; 729,000 from 2011 to 2012; 809,000
from 2012 to 2013; and 1.33 million from 2013 to 2014. Again, this is the pattern we would expect if 2014 was a period in
which immigration levels increased.

Figure 6 shows growth in the total immigrant population using the monthly CPS from the first quarter of each year in the
monthly CPS. While the margin of error for the total foreign-born population is much larger in the CPS compared to the
ACS (roughly +400,000 for the CPS and roughly +130,000 for the ACS), the growth from the first quarter of 2014 to the first
quarter of 2016 was 2.8 million, one of the largest increases in a two-year period over the last decade and a half. Growth of
this scale would require a significant increase in the number of immigrants entering the country.

Sending Regions

Asia and Latin America Surged. The CPS asks respondents in what country they were born. Figures 7 and 8 show the
number and percentage for new arrivals 1998 to 2015 based on the region of the world from which they came. Starting in
2006-2007, the data identifies a larger number of specific countries, so some of the changes in the sending regions, particu-
larly Africa, reflect his change.® Prior to 2006, a number of African countries were simply not specified and are included in
the “elsewhere” category in Figures 7 and 8. The information for 2006 to 2015 is more directly comparable, particularly for
Africa and the Middle East. The big increases in sending regions are for Latin American countries other than Mexico, South
Asia (e.g ., India and Pakistan), and East Asia (e.g., China and Vietnam). Mexican immigration has rebounded significantly
from the lows of 2010 and 2011, but it is still nowhere near the level it was a decade earlier. Nonetheless, as we have seen, the
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Figure 5. Total Immigrant Population from the
American Community Survey, 2000 to 2014 (millions)
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*Figure for 2009 reflects the re-weighting of the 2009 ACS by the Pew Research Center to reflect the 2010 Census; as a result, figures
from 2009 to 2014 reflect 2010 Census data.

Table A6 reports confidence intervals.

long-term fall-off in Mexican immigration has not prevented the overall level of immigration from reaching levels not seen
for more than a decade because an increase in immigration from other countries has offset the Mexican decline.

Legal Status

It is well established that illegal aliens do respond to government surveys such as the decennial census, ACS, and CPS. While
Census Bureau surveys do not ask about the legal status of the foreign-born, the Center for Immigration Studies, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS), the Pew Hispanic Center, the Center for Migration Studies, and the Migration Policy
Institute have all used the bureau’s data to estimate the size and socio-demographic characteristics of the illegal immigrant
population.” While there is some debate about the number missed by Census Bureau, the Department of Homeland Security
has estimated that 10 percent of illegal immigrants are not counted in Census Bureau surveys."

Stock vs. Flow. When thinking about illegal immigration, it is very important to understand that the flow of people into the
illegal population is offset each year by those who return to their home countries — either removed by the government or on
their own — those who receive legal status, and about 50,000 deaths among the existing illegal population." The lead author
of the Center for Migration Studies report on illegal immigrants, Robert Warren, has done some of the most detailed work
estimating out-migration, deaths, and legalizations among this population. In 2009, for example, 558,000 illegal immigrants
received legal status, returned to their home countries, or died.'> All of this means that hundreds of thousands of new im-
migrants can settle in the country each year, but the overall number of illegal immigrants may grow little or not at all. Put
another way, no net growth in the illegal population does not mean that new illegal immigration has ceased, nor does it mean
the United States has control over illegal immigration.

Illegal Arrivals. Figure 9 reports our preliminary estimate of 1.1 million new illegal immigrants settling in the country in
2014 and 2015. This means that roughly one-third of the 3.1 million new immigrants who entered the country in the last two
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Figure 6. Total Immigrant Population from the
Current Population Survey in the First Quarter, 2000 to 2016 (millions)
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Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Survey from the first quarter 2000 to 2016.
Table A7 reports confidence intervals.

years are illegal aliens. This would equal an annual flow of 550,000 new illegal immigrants. These estimates are based pri-
marily on the illegal share of prior immigrant flows by country.” Figure 9 also reports new arrivals if we adjust these figures
upward by 10 percent to reflect those missed by the survey. Using a 10 percent adjustment means that 715,000 new illegal
aliens entered in 2010 and 2011; 770,000 entered in 2012 and 2013; and 1.2 million settled in the country in 2014 and 2015.
It must be emphasized that these figures are preliminary. Further, the numbers represent the flow of new illegal immigrants
into the country and do not represent the net increase in the size of the illegal immigrant population.

To our knowledge there are no estimates for illegal arrivals for the entirety of 2014 and 2015. However, our estimates of
650,000 illegal immigrants arriving in the 2010-2011 period and 700,000 arriving in the 2012-2013 period are in line with
estimates from other organizations. The Pew Research Center has published an estimate indicating that about 350,000 il-
legal immigrants settled in the country each year on average in this period."* Robert Warren’ estimates for the Center for
Migration Studies (CMS) show 324,000 new illegal immigrants arrived in 2012 and 361,000 arrived in 2013, based on Census
Bureau data. Warren then adjusts these figures upward by 12 percent to reflect those missed by the Bureau.'® The similarity of
our estimates with those of CMS and Pew gives us confidence that our preliminary numbers for 2014 and 2015 are correct.

Although this analysis is focused on the flow of new illegal immigrants, our preliminary estimate of the total illegal immi-
grant population based on the first quarter CPS data and adjusted for undercount is 11.5 million (+£200,000) in 2015 and 11.7
million (£200,000) for 2016. (These figures are adjusted for undercount.) The above margins of error only reflect statistical
variation; they do not reflect any error due to non-statistical error that is inherent in any estimate of the illegal immigrant
population.

Legal Arrivals. Our estimate that 1.1 million illegal immigrants arrived in 2014-2015 shown in Figure 9 indicates that a
significant portion of the surge in overall immigration in the last two years is due to an increase in illegal immigration. But
it also means that the number of those admitted legally increased. In this context, foreign citizens admitted legally are those
entering and remaining in the country with authorization, which includes new green card holders, but also long-term tem-
porary visitors such as guestworkers, foreign students, and cultural exchange visitors. These long-term temporary visitors are
referred to as “non-immigrants” by the U.S. government. Prior research shows that a significant share of non-immigrants are
captured by the Census Bureau.'®
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Figure 7. Sending Regions of Newly Arrived immigrants 1998 to 2015 (thousands)
The Census Bureau groups immigrant arrivals in two-year increments.
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Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Survey from the first quarter of every other year, 2000 to 2016.
Regions defined in Table A8.

We estimate that, in 2014 and 2015, 2.03 million new legal arrivals (permanent and non-immigrant) arrived and were cap-
tured by the Current Population Survey for the first quarter of 2016. This is a significant increase over the 1.41 million new
legal arrivals we estimate for 2010 and 2011 and the 1.56 million legal immigrants who arrived in 2012 and 2013.

Although the number getting green cards, also referred to as Lawful Permanent Residence (LPR), do not show a significant
increase in recent years (2014 is the latest data available), new arrivals do not simply reflect the number of new green cards
issued. About half of new green cards are given out each year to people already in the country.”” Those who get their green
cards and are already in the United States are said to have “adjusted status” Most of those adjusting status are on temporary
visas or are illegally in the country when they are adjusted to lawful permanent residence.'® The number of foreign citizens
who get green cards (about one million annually) is not a measure of new arrivals in the way that Census Bureau data cap-
tures new arrivals.

There is, however, administrative data that does indicate that the number of new legal immigrants arriving in the country
increased in the last two years. The State Department reports that the number of permanent resident visas issued at overseas



Figure 8. Share of Newly Arrived Immigrants by Sending Region, 1998 to 2015
The Census Bureau groups immigrant arrivals in two-year increments.
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Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Survey from the first quarter of every other year, 2000 to 2016.
Regions defined in Table A8.

posts increased in the last two years compared to the prior two years. In 2012 and 2013, 955,415 permanent resident visas
were issued at overseas post compared to 998,833 in 2014 and 2015 — a 43,418 increase.” In almost all cases these individu-
als then proceeded to come to the United States and would show up as new arrivals in Census Bureau data.”

Much more important in terms of numbers, however, is the increase in long-term temporary non-immigrant visas in the
last two years that allow for stays in the United States for a long enough period to show up as new arrivals in Census Bureau
data.?’ Excluding short-term visas such as tourists and business travelers, the number of long-term visas issued at overseas
posts increased by 554,000 in the 2014-2015 period compared to 2012-2013.2 The 2012-2013 period was also an increase
over the previous two years. It should be noted that visas of this kind allow for multiple entries. These multiple entries are
what is reported in the Annual Yearbook of Immigration Statistics and other publication put out by DHS — not new visas or
those entering for the first time. Because DHS reports multiple entries of the same person, it cannot be used to determine if
the number of non-immigrants coming and staying in the United States is increasing or decreasing.

Of course, the number of new long-term, non-immigrant visas issued overseas is also not a direct measure of new immi-
gration. Some of those getting long-term visas many not yet have used their visas to come to the United States — visas are
typically good for many years and allow multiple entries. Others may have come to the United States, but stayed for only a
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Figure 9. lllegal Immigration Surged in 2014 and 2015 (thousands)
The Census Bureau groups immigrant arrivals in two-year increments.
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Source: Center for Immigration Studies, based on the public-use file of the Current Population Survey from the first
quarter of 2012, 2014, and 2016.

short time and would be very unlikely to show up in Census Bureau data. Furthermore, some foreign citizens issued non-
immigrant visas in prior years may have waited before coming to United States, only coming in the last two years and then
showing up as new arrivals in the CPS or other Census Bureau surveys.

Long-term temporary visa holders are always coming and going in significant numbers and adjusting to LPR status. None-
theless, the increased issuance of non-immigrant, long-term visas at foreign posts is what we would expect based on the
surge in arrivals shown in Census Bureau data. Overall, the administrative data from the State Department helps explain why
the number of new arrivals shows an increase based on the Census Bureau data.
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Conclusion

Based on Census Bureau data released at the beginning of 2016, this analysis finds that both legal and illegal immigration
surged in 2014 and 2015. Other data released in 2015 and 2014 also shows a surge in new immigration. More than three
million new immigrants entered the country in 2014 and 2015, a dramatic increase over the 2.3 million who entered in the
prior two years. The surge has been the result of significant increases in new arrivals from East and South Asia as well as Latin
America, particularly countries other than Mexico.

Our preliminary estimate is that, of the 3.1 million immigrants who arrived in 2014 and 2015, about one-third (1.1 million
or 550,000 annually) were new illegal immigrants, a significant increase from the 700,000 (350,000 annually) who entered
in 2012 and 2013. It is certainly reasonable to argue that with more than half a million new illegal immigrants settling in the
country each year, the United States does not have control over the problem. While Mexican immigration has rebounded
some from the lows of 2010 and 2011, the number of new arrivals from that country remains well below the highs reached
more than a decade ago. But this in no way means that illegal immigration has abated.

At the same time as illegal immigration has increased, the number of new permanent legal visas issued overseas and long-
term temporary immigration (e.g. guest workers and foreign students) have also increased somewhat. We estimate that 2.03
million new legal immigrants entered in 2013 and 2014, compared to 1.6 million in 2012 and 2013.

The latest Census Bureau data shows that the scale of new immigration is clearly enormous. The numbers raise profound
questions about assimilation and the impact of immigration on the nation’s education system, infrastructure, and labor mar-
ket, as well as the size and density of the U.S. population. It is difficult to find a public policy that has a more profound impact
across American society than the level of immigration. It is certainly appropriate that immigration should be at the center
of the current presidential election.
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Table A1. Immigrant Arrivals
1998 to 2015, Based on First
Quarter CPS Data (thousands)

Immigrant 90% Confidence

Years Arrivals Interval ()
1998-1999 2,981 142
2000-2001 3,179 131
2002-2003 2,299 118
2004-2005 2,739 128
2006-2007 2,495 123
2008-2009 2,232 117
2010-2011 2,064 113
2012-2013 2,261 118
2014-2015 3,132 136

Source: Public-use file of the Current Population
Survey from the first quarter every other year,
2000 to 2016.

See text for explanation about how the Census
Bureau groups arrivals.

Table A2. Immigrant Arrivals
1998 to 2015, Based on Fourth
Quarter CPS Data (thousands)

Immigrant 90% Confidence

Years Arrivals Interval ()
1998-2001 6,078 162
2000-2003 5,722 160
2002-2005 4,901 163
2004-2007 5,017 164
2006-2009 4,212 153
2008-2011 3,662 145
2010-2013 4,162 153
2012-2015 4,705 160

Source: Public-use file of the Current Population
Survey from the fourth quarter every other year,
2001 to 2015.

See text for explanation about how the Census
Bureau groups arrivals.

Table A3. Immigrant Arrivals, 2000 to 2014 (thousands)

Immigrant
Arrivals 90% Confidence
Year by Year Interval (+)
2000 1,662 71
2001 1,465 67
2002 1,249 62
2003 1,196 61
2004 1,345 41
2005 1,366 41
2006 1,335 41
2007 1,231 39
2008 1,136 34
2009 1,137 34
2010 1,159 35
2011 1,084 32
2012 1,213 34
2013 1,278 35

2014 n/a

Arrivals, First
Six Months 90% Confidence
of the Year Interval (+)
911 45
809 50
670 46
645 45
700 47
767 31
752 31
736 31
696 30
604 25
697 27
673 27
681 25
683 25
849 28

Source: 2000 to 2014 public-use files of the American Community Survey.

12



Table A4. Number of Immigrants
Living Abroad Last Year Based

on CPS ASEC (thousands)

Survey Abroad1 90% Confidence
Year Year Ago Interval ()
2000 1,250 111
2001 1,303 104
2002 1,124 97
2003 925 88
2004 838 84
2005 1,314 108
2006 863 88
2007 804 85
2008 811 86
2009 690 79
2010 648 77
2011 685 79
2012 734 82
2013 651 77
2014 689 79
2015 1,007 91

Source: Public-use file of the Current Population
Survey Annual Social and Economic Supple-
ment (CPS ASEC), 2000 to 2015.

Table A5. Number of Immigrants
Living Abroad Last Year Based on
2000 to 20014 ACS (thousands)

Survey Abroad1 90% Confidence
Year Year Ago Interval (+)
2000 1,404 55.0
2001 1,437 66.6
2002 1,255 62.5
2003 1,032 56.9
2004 1,126 59.3
2005 1,208 38.9
2006 1,229 39.3
2007 1,176 38.4
2008 1,179 38.5
2009 1,024 32.7
2010 1,069 334
2011 1,153 34.6
2012 1,123 32.5
2013 1,198 335
2014 1,324 35.2

Source: 2000 to 2014 public-use files of the
American Community Survey.

Table A6. Total Immigrant
Population Based on the 2000
to 2014 ACS (thousands)

Survey Total Imm. 90% Confidence
Year Population Interval (+)
2000 31,108 n/a
2001 31,482 n/a
2002 33,049 172
2003 33,534 133
2004 34,280 149
2005 35,690 132
2006 37,548 126
2007 38,060 120
2008 37,961 123
2009 39,313 118
2010 39,956 115
2011 40,378 125
2012 40,825 112
2013 41,348 129
2014 42,392 130

Source: 2001 to 2014 American Community
Survey and 2000 decennial Census.

Table A7. Total Immigrant Popu-
lation Based on the First Quarter
CPS, 2000 to 2016 ( thousands)

Survey Total Foreign- 90% Confidence
Year Born Population Interval (+)
Q12000 29,650 387
Q12001 31,655 295
Q1 2002 32,403 298
Q1 2003 33,180 301
Q12004 33,509 302
Q1 2005 34,438 419
Q12006 35,452 424
Q1 2007 37,218 432
Q1 2008 37,432 433
Q1 2009 36,893 430
Q12010 37,353 432
Q12011 38,007 435
Q12012 39,555 442
Q12013 40,006 443
Q12014 40,242 444
Q1 2015 42,004 451
Q12016 43,038 455

Source: Public-use files of the Current Popula-
tion Survey from the first quarter, 2000 to 2016.
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Table A8. Newly Arrived Immigrants by Sending Regions, 1998 to 2015 (thousands)

Latin

Sub- America

Central South South East Middle Saharan other than

Year Mexico America Caribbean America Europe Asia Asia East  Africa Canada Elsewhere Total Mexico
1998-1999 840 199 199 217 396 248 401 101 92 79 208 2,980 615
2000-2001 1,012 141 142 289 420 251 495 107 131 50 143 3,181 572
2002-2003 742 166 143 207 239 143 404 70 57 45 86 2,302 516
2004-2005 1,023 221 145 165 240 223 415 81 71 16 138 2,738 531
2006-2007 675 141 208 106 228 237 555 142 117 46 39 2,494 455
2008-2009 399 132 196 125 227 282 511 118 165 34 45 2,234 453
2010-2011 256 87 230 109 175 271 553 206 123 31 24 2,065 426
2012-2013 312 152 168 138 231 359 429 242 158 22 48 2,259 458
2014-2015 338 256 307 315 285 550 583 230 180 48 39 3,131 878

Source: Public-use file of the Current Population Surveys for the first quarter every other year, 2000 to 2016.
Countries in each region 2007-2016:

Canada; Mexico; Europe-Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hun-
gary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Azores, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom,
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine, USSR, Montenegro, Cyprus, Kosovo, Europe not
specified; South Asia- Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka; East Asia-Myanmar (Burma), Cambo-
dia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, South Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand,
Vietnam, Asia not specified; Middle East-Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Yemen, Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Sudan; Central America- Belize, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama; Caribbean- Bermuda, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and
Tobago, West Indies not specified; South America-Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru,
Uruguay, Venezuela, South America not specified; Sub-Saharan Africa- Cameroon, Cape Verde, Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Ghana,
Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Africa Not Specified; Elsewhere-Americas not specified, Australia, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, New Zealand, Ton-
ga, Samoa, Other.

Countries in each region 2000-2006:

Canada; Mexico; Europe- Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Holland/Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Azores, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Great Britain, England, Scotland,
Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia, Czech Republic, Slovakia/Slovak Republic, USSR, Latvia, Lithuania, Armenia, Russia, Ukraine, Europe
not specified; South Asia-Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India , Pakistan; East Asia- Burma, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia,
Japan, Korea/South Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Asia not specified; Middle East- Iran,
Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Middle East, Palestine, Egypt, Morocco, North Africa not specified; Cen-
tral America- Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Central America not specified Caribbean-
Bermuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Caribbean not
specified; South America- Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, South America
not specified; Sub-Saharan Africa Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Other Africa not specified; Elsewhere-
North America, Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Pacific Islands, Other.
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End Notes

! For the post-1980 immigrant population, the Department of Homeland Security estimates a 5 percent undercount in the
CPS. See Michael Hoefer, Nancy Rytina, and Bryan Baker, [‘Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing
in the United States: January 2011}, Department of Homeland Security, March 2012. The Pew Hispanic Center comes to a
similar conclusion in their analysis of the Current Population Survey. See Jeffrey S. Passel and D’Vera Cohn,
huthorized Immigration: Undocumented Inflow Now Trails Legal Inflow], Pew Hispanic Center, October 2, 2008.

? The arrival data in even numbered years includes the current year and the prior two years. So, for example, in the first
quarter of 2016 those who arrived in 2014, 2015, and 2016 can be identified. Thus it is the case that a small number of the
3.1 million new arrivals shown in Figure 1 did arrive in the first quarter of 2016, but the share is extremely small. In general,
these very recent arrivals are the least likely immigrants to be captured by the CPS. Moreover, the January 2016 CPS data
examined alone shows three million arrivals for 2014 and 2015. This means that just 5 percent of the 3.1 million arrivals re-
ported as having arrived in 2014 and 2015 may have actually arrived in the very beginning of 2016. All of the data in Figure
1 is from the first quarter of even-numbered years, so the big jump in 2014 and 2015 is directly comparable to earlier years
as the same length of time is examined.

* For example, an immigrant who entered years ago might have gone home for an extended stay and then returned so he
responds that he lived abroad last year, but on the year of arrival question he responds that he came to the United States to
live several years earlier. Also, an immigrant who came to the United States in the beginning of the year when asked his year
of arrival would respond that he came to the United States last year, but when asked where he lived one year ago would also
say the United States.

* Table A5 in the appendix shows the number of immigrants in the ACS who report living abroad one year ago. The ACS is
a larger sample with a slightly different population universe from the ASEC. The ACS produces higher figures for the “resi-
dence one year ago” question. The Census Bureau has studied this question and does not have a clear answer on why this is
the case. See David Thrke, William Koerber, and Alison Fields, t‘Comgarison of Migration Data: 2013 American Community{
Burvey and 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplement of the Current Population Surveyf, Working Paper Number
SEHSD-WP2015-21, U.S. Census Bureau, 2015.

> Using growth in the immigrant population to measure the number of new arrivals is complicated by what is sometimes
referred to as “re-immigration”. This is when a foreign-born person who lived in the country for a time leaves and then re-
turns. In this case, they would add to population growth when they return, but might not show up as a new arrival in Census
Bureau data. Of course, it will depend on how they answer the year-of-arrival question.

¢ Jeftrey S. Passel and D’Vera Cohn, FU.S. Foreign-Born Population: How Much Change from 2009 to 20102}, Pew Research
Center, 2012.

7 Based on the demographic composition of the foreign-born over this period, we estimate a death rate of seven per thou-
sand, which is somewhat below that for the nation as a whole.

% As noted earlier, the arrival data for 2006 and 2007 is from the CPS for the first quarter of 2008. The change in the list of
countries that can be individually identified in the survey was in 2007. So the first time it impacts the data is for the arrival
numbers in 2006 and 2007 based on the 2008 CPS.

° The Pew Research Center has issued a using the Current Population and American Community Survey to
estimate the size of the illegal immigrant population. The Center for Migration Studies (CMS) has authored by
Robert Warren estimating illegal immigration using the American Community Survey. Like CMS, the Office of Immigration
Statistics within the Department of Homeland Security has used the ACS to estimate illegal immigration in a
. The Migration Policy Institute has used the ACS and another Census Bureau survey called the Survey of Income and

Program Participation for its stimates of the size and characteristics of the illegal population,
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https://www.dhs.gov/publication/estimates-unauthorized-immigrant-population-residing-united-states-january-2011
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/estimates-unauthorized-immigrant-population-residing-united-states-january-2011
http://www.pewhispanic.org/files/reports/94.pdf
http://www.pewhispanic.org/files/reports/94.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2015/demo/SEHSD-WP2015-21.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2015/demo/SEHSD-WP2015-21.html
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/01/09/u-s-foreign-born-population-how-much-change-from-2009-to-2010/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/topics/unauthorized-immigration/
http://jmhs.cmsny.org/index.php/jmhs/article/view/38
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics-publications
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics-publications
http://www.migrationpolicy.org
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10 FEstimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in the United States: January 2012}, Department of Home-
land Security, March 2013. Table 2 shows the estimated number of permanent immigrants, non-immigrants, and illegal im-
migrants and the undercount of these populations in the ACS.

' One way that legalization occurs is when an immigration court grants asylum or something called “Cancelation of Remov-
al” to an illegal immigrant. Both are done on humanitarian grounds and give legal status and green card. The Department of
Homeland Security reports that 143,326 people received a green card as a result of asylum or Cancellation of Removal from
2011 to 2013. See Adwa Mossaad, [U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents: 2014}, Annual Flow Report’, Department of Homeland
Security, 2016. All of those who benefit from Cancellation of Removal and the majority of those who are granted asylum
are in the country illegally. Another way this can happen is if an illegal immigrant marries an American citizen or finds an
employer to sponsor them. Those who have lived in the country illegally for more than six months are supposed to be barred
from entering the country for up to 10 years if they want to enter under these categories. But the Obama administration has
decided to grant “extreme hardship” waivers to about 80 percent of these individuals, making it much easier for illegal im-
migrants in the United States to get legal status. See Jessica Vaughan, ['New Waiver Shields Sponsored [legal Aliens From|
Center for Immigration Studies, 2013.

12 Robert Warren, who is the lead author of the CMS estimates, has done the most extensive work on the components of
change in the illegal population. He and his coauthor estimated that between 530,000 and 560,000 illegal immigrants a year
went or were sent home, legalized, or died from 2007 to 2009. See Table 3 in Robert Warren and John Robert Warren,

huthorized Immigration to the United States: Annual Estimates and Components of Change, by State, 1990 to 2010%, Inter-

national Migration Review, February 2013.

1 Researcher Robert Warren has kindly provided us with the number of immigrants entering each year who were illegal im-
migrants from 2012 to the middle of 2014. We then apply those percentages by country to those who entered in 2014 and
2015. So, for example, if 17 percent of immigrants from China who settled in the country in 2012 to 2014 were illegal im-
migrants, we assume the same percentage were illegal immigrants in 2014 and 2015 in the CPS. This provides a base estimate
of roughly 932,000 illegal immigrants in 2014 and 2015. We further adjust these figures to account for other events, such
as the economic crisis in Venezuela and Brazil, or the surge in families from Central America coming across the southern
border in 2014 and 2015. Finally, we combined these figures with information from the State Department on the number of
immigrant and non-immigrant visas issued at Foreign Service posts overseas to produce our estimates. As is discussed later
in this report, the pumber of new visa issued overseas has increased and our estimate takes this into account.

' In their estimate for March 1, 2013, Pew reports that 16 percent (1.8 million) of illegal immigrants in the country arrived
from January 2008 to March 1, 2013. (Figure 3 in [As Growth Stalls, Unauthorized Immigrant Population Becomes Mord
Pew Research Center, September 2014) shows the 1.8 million arrivals. The report’s lead author Jeffery Passel con-
firmed these dates in an email on June 26, 2015. Dividing the 1.8 million by the 5.17 years this represent would mean that
over this period about 350,000 new illegal immigrants settled in the country.

!5 Email and spreadsheet proved by Robert Warren, April 28, 2016

6 Bryan Baker and Nancy Rytin, [‘Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in the United States: Janu{
2012

Department of Homeland Security, March 2013. Table 2 shows the estimated number of permanent immigrants,
non-immigrants, and illegal immigrants and the undercount of these populations in the ACS. The table shows that in 2012
there were 1.87 million non-immigrants in the country at that time and that 190,000 were missed by the Census Bureau.

17 Adwa Mossaad, |‘U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents: 2014 |, Annual Flow Report”, Department of Homeland Security, 2016.
See Table 1.

'® Some who get green cards each year are technically illegal immigrants, but the government is aware of their presence
and may have even conferred benefits such as work authorization. This includes asylum applicants whose claim is being
adjudicated.

9 Table 1 in ['Report of the Visa Office, 2015’] shows the number of permanent visas issued in recent years.
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https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_ill_pe_2012_2.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/LPR%20Flow%20Report%202014_508.pdf
http://cis.org/vaughan/new-waiver-shields-sponsored-illegal-aliens-penalties
http://cis.org/vaughan/new-waiver-shields-sponsored-illegal-aliens-penalties
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.12022/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.12022/full
https://travel.state.gov/content/dam/visas/Statistics/AnnualReports/FY2015AnnualReport/FY15AnnualReport-TableI.pdf
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2014/09/03/as-growth-stalls-unauthorized-immigrant-population-becomes-more-settled/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2014/09/03/as-growth-stalls-unauthorized-immigrant-population-becomes-more-settled/
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_ill_pe_2012_2.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_ill_pe_2012_2.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/LPR%20Flow%20Report%202014_508.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/law-and-policy/statistics/annual-reports/report-of-the-visa-office-2015.html

2 Not all of these individuals would show up as new arrivals in Census data if some were already living here, but went
through the visa process in their home countries.

2! The CPS uses a “usual residence” rule, which means that everyone in a household is counted as part of that household, in-
cluding college students away at school at the time of the survey. As a result, the CPS tends to count college students living in
dorms at the time of survey as part of their parents’ residence and so some of those on foreign student visas living on campus
may be missed by the survey. Those foreign students living outside of dorms will be captured by the survey at their residence
like any other person living in the country.

2 Table XVIB in the [Report of the Visa Office, 2015 shows the number of permanent visa issued in recent years. Focusing
only on visas that allow long-term temporary settlement indicates that in 2014 and 2015 4,018,085 such visas were issued
overseas compared to 3,463,647 in 2012 and 2013. The following visas all allow for long-term stays, making it possible those
using them would be captured in the CPS: A,E,E G, H, L, K,L, M, N, O, P, Q R, T, TN, TD and U.
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