Statewide Survey of Pennsylvania Likely Voters

Topline Data 

prepared for 

Center for Immigration Studies
by 

the polling company™, inc.
October 2006
Field Dates: September 25-28, 2006

Completed Interviews = 605 Likely Voters 

Margin of Error: ± 4.0%
A.
Are you 18 years of age or older and registered to vote at this address?  



 100%
YES
B.
Is there a registered voter in the household I could speak with?


100%
YES
C.
As you may know, this November 7, voters will have the chance to participate in elections for state and federal offices.  At this time do you plan to…: (READ CHOICES)


88%
DEFINITELY VOTE

12%
PROBABLY VOTE
GENERAL IMMIGRATION
1. On November 7, there will be elections here in Pennsylvania for governor, United States Senate and Congress.  Thinking specifically about the U.S. Senate race, if the election was held today and the candidates were (ROTATED) Bob Casey, Jr., the Democrat, Rick Santorum, the Republican and Carl Romanelli, the Green Party candidate, for whom would you vote?  


xxx
TOTAL CASEY (NET)
xxx
DEFINITELY CASEY

xxx
PROBABLY CASEY

xxx
LEAN TOWARDS CASEY

xxx
TOTAL SANTORUM (NET)
xxx
DEFINITELY SANTORUM

xxx
PROBABLY SANTORUM

  *
LEAN TOWARDS SANTORUM

xxx
TOTAL ROMANELLI (NET)
 xxx     DEFINITELY ROMANELLI

xxx
PROBABLY ROMANELLI

  *
LEAD TOWARDS ROMANELLI

  -
NEITHER (VOLUNTEERED)

10%
HARD UNDECIDED (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

2. Which of the following issues do you think is most important for your elected officials to focus on right now?  (READ AND ROTATED, ACCEPTED ONLY ONE) 
33%
WAR IN IRAQ/TERRORISM

21%
HEALTHCARE/PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
10%
IMMIGRATION

12%
ECONOMY/JOBS

  9%
EDUCATION
  7%
TAXES

  4%
MORAL ISSUES LIKE ABORTION AND TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE
  2%
OTHER (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  *
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

3. Which of the following issues related to immigration would you say is your biggest concern?  (READ AND ROTATED)

30%
BURDEN ON TAXPAYERS, SUCH AS HEALTH CARE AND SCHOOLS

13%
COMPROMISED NATIONAL SECURITY

13%
LOSS OF AMERICAN JOBS TO IMMIGRANTS

11%
IMMIGRANTS FAILURE TO ASSIMILATE OR BECOME PART OF AMERICAN CULTURE
  6%
OVERCROWDING OF US CITIES AND TOWNS

  6%
INCREASED CRIME AND DRUG ACTIVITY

  1% 
OTHER (VOLUNTEERED)
13% 
ALL OF THE ABOVE (VOLUNTEERED)

  6%
NONE OF THE ABOVE (VOLUNTEERED)

  1%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
4. How important will the issue of immigration be to your voting decisions for state and federal offices this November?  (ROTATED TOP TO BOTTOM AND BOTTOM TO TOP)
10%
IT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE
37%
IT IS ONE OF MY TOP THREE ISSUES
39%
IT IS IMPORTANT TO ME, BUT NOT ONE OF MY TOP THREE ISSUES

13%
IT IS NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT
  1%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  *
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
5. There are currently 37 million legal and illegal immigrants living in the United States and 1.5 million new legal and illegal immigrants settle in the country each year.  Putting aside the question of legal status for a moment, do you think the number of immigrants entering is: (ROTATED)
71%
Too high
  1%
Too low
18%
about right
        
  8%
Not sure/Depends (VOLUNTEERED)
  2%
Refused (VOLUNTEERED)
6. I am now going to read to you the opinions of two people regarding assimilation and immigration.  Please tell me which opinion comes closest to your own.
Person 1: Immigrants are assimilating fine, and therefore we should continue the current level of immigration. 

Person 2: Immigrants are not assimilating well, and therefore we should reduce immigration so we can assimilate the immigrants already in the country. 

31%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 1 (NET)
16%
Strongly agree PERSON 1
15%
Somewhat agree PERSON 1
56%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 2 (NET)
39%
Strongly agree PERSON 2

17%
Somewhat agree PERSON 2

10%
Not sure/depends/don’t know (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
Refused (VOLUNTEERED)
IMMIGRATION AND JOBS
Moving on…

7. I am now going to read you the opinions of two people on immigration.  Please tell me which opinion comes closest to your own. (ROTATED)

Person 1: “There are not enough Americans to fill all the low-wage jobs that require relatively little education, so we need to allow more immigrants into the country to take these jobs.”  

Person 2: There are plenty of Americans to do low-wage jobs that require relatively little education, employers just need to pay higher wages and treat workers better to attract Americans.

23%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 1 (NET)
  9%
Strongly agree PERSON 1
14%
Somewhat agree PERSON 1
67%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 2 (NET)
48%
Strongly agree PERSON 2

19%
Somewhat agree PERSON 2

  8%
Not sure/depends/don’t know (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
Refused (VOLUNTEERED)
IMMIGRANT LEGALIZATION
8. In the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, the United States legalized nearly 3 million illegal immigrants.  In the twenty years since, the illegal population has grown to 12 million people in the United States.  Do you agree or disagree that legalizing these illegal immigrants would only encourage more illegal immigrants to come to America?   And do you strongly or somewhat agree/disagree?
79%
TOTAL AGREE (NET)

65%
STRONGLY AGREE


14%
SOMEWHAT AGREE
17%
TOTAL DISAGREE (NET)
  9%
SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
  8%
STRONGLY DISAGREE
  3%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  1%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

9. Which immigration policy would you prefer: (ROTATED) A large scale effort to round up and deport illegal immigrants OR a policy that strictly enforces immigration laws and causes illegal immigrants to go home over time OR one that allows illegal immigrants to stay and earn their way to permanent residence and citizenship.  

46%
Policy that enforces laws

29%
Policy that allows illegal IMMIGRANTS to stay

19%
LARGE SCALE ROUND UP and DEPORTATION 

  4%
Don’t know/depends (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
Refused (VOLUNTEERED)

10. And again, please tell me which opinion comes closest to your own.   (ROTATED TOP TO BOTTOM AND BOTTOM TO TOP)

Person 1: The United States has not tried hard enough to enforce our immigration laws.  If we actually did enforce the laws, including denying illegal immigrants jobs and public benefits, most illegal immigrants would eventually decide to go home on their own and many fewer would come in the future.

Person 2: It is not possible for the United States to enforce current immigration laws.  We have to accept the fact that illegal immigrants are here and give them legal resident status.  We also have to accept that they will continue to come to America illegally unless we increase the number of people allowed to enter legally.
71%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 1 (NET)
58%
Strongly agree PERSON 1
13%
Somewhat agree PERSON 1
18%
TOTAL AGREE PERSON 2 (NET)
  9%
Strongly agree PERSON 2

  9%
Somewhat agree PERSON 2

  9%
Not sure/depends/don’t know (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
Refused (VOLUNTEERED)
POLITICAL CURRENCY
I will now read you a list of positions that some candidates running for office this year have suggested.   After I read each item, please tell me if knowing that fact alone would make you more likely or less likely to vote for a candidate who fit the description. And would you be MUCH more/less likely or SOMEWHAT more/less likely to vote for that candidate?  [ROTATED]  
11. Supports granting legal status to illegal immigrants and allowing them to eventually become permanent residents and citizens.  
33%
TOTAL MORE LIKELY (NET)
17%
MUCH MORE LIKELY

16%
SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY

51%
TOTAL LESS LIKELY (NET)
15%
SOMEWHAT LESS LIKELY

36%
MUCH LESS LIKELY

  8%
NO DIFFERENCE (VOLUNTEERED)

  4%
DEPENDS/NEED TO KNOW MORE (VOLUNTEERED) 

  3%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  1%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

12. Supports doubling the number of permanent legal immigrants allowed into the country each year from one million to two million.

19%
TOTAL MORE LIKELY (NET)
10%
MUCH MORE LIKELY

  9%
SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY

69%
TOTAL LESS LIKELY (NET)
16%
SOMEWHAT LESS LIKELY

53%
MUCH LESS LIKELY

  5%
NO DIFFERENCE (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
DEPENDS/NEED TO KNOW MORE (VOLUNTEERED) 

  3%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
13. Supports denying jobs and public benefits to illegal immigrants in an effort to cause them go back home over time.  
61%
TOTAL MORE LIKELY (NET)
47%
MUCH MORE LIKELY

14%
SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY

28%
TOTAL LESS LIKELY (NET)
11%
SOMEWHAT LESS LIKELY

17%
MUCH LESS LIKELY

  3%
NO DIFFERENCE (VOLUNTEERED)

  3%
DEPENDS/NEED TO KNOW MORE (VOLUNTEERED) 

  2%
DON’T KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

Demographics

And now I have just a few questions for statistical purposes…

14. Which of the following categories best describes your age? 

11%
18-24

16%
25-34

18%
35-44

20%
45-54

14%
55-64

19%
65+

  2%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

15. In politics today, do you consider yourself to be a…(ROTATED)Republican, Independent or Democrat?  (If Republican or Democrat, ask: “Are you a strong (Republican/Democrat) or a not-so-strong (Republican/Democrat)?”  (If “Independent” ask: “Which way do you lean, or usually vote, the Democratic or Republican party?”



40%
TOTAL REPUBLICAN (NET)


28%
STRONG REPUBLICAN



  7%
NOT-SO-STRONG REPUBLICAN



  5%
INDEPENDENT LEANING REPUBLICAN



12%
INDEPENDENT



45%
TOTAL DEMOCRAT (NET)


  7%
INDEPENDENT LEANING DEMOCRAT 



  8%
NOT-SO-STRONG DEMOCRAT 



30%
STRONG DEMOCRAT 


  *
OTHER (VOLUNTEERED)



  3%
DON’T KNOW/ REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

16. Are you…? (READ CATEGORIES)
34%
CATHOLIC
44%
PROTESTANT (ASKED NEXT QUESTION)
  2%
JEWISH
  2%
AGNOSTIC/ATHEIST
  *
MUSLIM

  *
MORMON

  7%
OTHER (VOLUNTEERED)

  7%
NONE/UNAFFILIATED (VOLUNTEERED)

  5%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)

17. Are you…? 

70%
MARRIED

10%
SINGLE

  1%
SEPARATED


  6%
DIVORCED

12%
WIDOWED

  2%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED) 

18. How many children under the age of 18 do you have living at home? 

21%
TOTAL CHILDREN (NET)
  9%
YES, 1

  7%
YES, 2

  5%
YES, 3 OR MORE
78%
NO CHILDREN

  1%
DON'T KNOW/REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
19. Which of the following best describes your racial background? (READ AND ROTATED)
 

           
87%     
CAUCASIAN OR WHITE 

          
  6%    
AFRICAN-AMERICAN OR BLACK 

  1%     
HISPANIC OR LATINO 

  1%     
ASIAN OR PACIFIC ISLANDER 

            
  2%     
NATIVE AMERICAN 

  1%     
MULTI-RACIAL OR OTHER (VOLUNTEERED) 

  *       
DO NOT KNOW (VOLUNTEERED)



  3%     
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
20. And regarding your family’s annual income…Please tell me which of the following categories best describes your family’s annual income.  I don’t need a specific amount, a broad range will be fine.

        8%
BELOW $20,000

 

  6%
$20,000 TO $24,999

  8%
$25,000 TO $29,999

  7%
$30,000 TO $39,999

  8%
$40,000 TO $49,999

  9%
$50,000 TO $59,999

  5%
$60,000 TO $69,999

  6%
$70,000 TO $79,999

  3%
$80,000 TO $89,999

13%
$90,000 AND ABOVE

27%
REFUSED (VOLUNTEERED)
21. Region
 
50%     Southeast 

17% 
South West 

13%     South Central 

  7%    
Northeast 

  7%    
Northwest

  6%    
North Central

22. Gender 

50%
MALE

50%
FEMALE 

� South East Counties: Carbon, Schuylkill, Dauphin, Lebanon, Berks, Lehigh, Northampton, Bucks, Montgomery, Lancaster, Chester, Delaware, Philadelphia South West Counties: Lawrence, Butler, Armstrong, Indiana, Cambria, Somerset, Westmoreland, Fayette, Greene, Washington, Allegheny, Beaver South Central Counties: Snyder, Mifflin, Juniata, Perry, Cumberland, York, Adams, Franklin,�Fulton, Huntingdon, Blair, Bedford; North East Counties: Bradford, Sullivan, Columbia, Luzerne, Wyoming, Susquehanna, Lackawanna, Wayne, Pike, Monroe; North West Counties: Erie, Crawford, Mercer, Warren, Venango, Forest, Clarion, Jefferson, Elk, McKean; North Central Counties: Potter, Tioga, Lycoming, Clinton, Cameron, Clearfield, Centre, Union, Montour, Northumberland.
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