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Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton has not been asked to detail her positions on a variety of immigration-
related issues. The following questions raise some of the issues researchers in the immigration field would like 

to know more about in order to provide better analysis of the candidate’s position.

1. Does Clinton still support construction of the 700 miles of double-border fencing required in the Secure 
Fence Act of 2006? What type of border security does she support, if any?

Last November, Clinton said the following: “I voted numerous times when I was a Senator to spend money to 
build a barrier to try to prevent illegal immigrants from coming in. And I do think you have to control your bor-
ders. We need to secure our borders, I’m for it, I voted for it, I believe in it.”1  The double-border fencing she voted 
for was never constructed, and more recently Clinton has spoken of building “bridges, not walls”. Does she still 
support physical barriers that would “prevent illegal immigrants from coming in”, and, if so, how does she define 
them?

2. Does Clinton support increases in immigration, decreases in immigration, or does she think the current 
level of approximately one million permanent residents every year is about right?

Gallup has released a new poll finding that America continues to be overwhelmingly opposed to increases in im-
migration.2  Gallup finds that the “relatively small percentage of Americans who want immigration increased ... 
has edged down this year to 21%” and that only 18 percent of Hispanics want increases in immigration. This is 
important because a key component of any comprehensive immigration bill is likely to include massive increases 
in immigration, as was the case with the 2013 Senate bill (S.744) that Clinton voted for.

3. Does Clinton believe there is any limit to what a president can do unilaterally on immigration, and if so, 
where is that line drawn?

Prior to unilaterally decreeing his Deferred Action program into existence, President Obama declared that the 
Constitution prevented him from acting unilaterally.3  Clinton, however, said she would “go even further” and 
would “want to do more” if elected president.4  The Associated Press reported that the Obama administration has 
“deported fewer immigrants over the past 12 months than at any time since 2006” and that “total deportations 
dropped 42 percent since 2012.”5  Since Clinton said she would be “less harsh and aggressive” than Obama in en-
forcing immigration laws, what’s left of our immigration laws if Hillary Clinton becomes president?6

4. Does Clinton believe that sanctuary cities should continue to release illegal immigrants with felony re-
cords instead of handing them over to federal authorities?

There are over 300 jurisdictions in the country that operate as sanctuaries for illegal immigrants and shield them 
from the law.7 This has resulted in local authorities releasing thousands of criminal aliens into our neighborhoods. 
According to government data, those who were released went on to commit thousands of new crimes. Despite a 
UC Berkeley poll finding that 74 percent of Californians oppose sanctuary policies, Clinton came out against a 
measure in North Carolina aimed at ending sanctuary cities.8
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5. Does Clinton believe the State Department should deny visas to foreigners who believe homosexuals should be pun-
ished with death? What about foreigners who believe apostates should be executed? What about foreigners who support 
the practice of female genital mutilation?

A big topic of discussion is whether the United States should use ideological exclusion laws to block the immigration of 
foreigners who support beliefs and practices that most Americans find abhorrent. Clinton has responded to Donald Trump’s 
support for such measures by calling them a “dismissive and insulting approach” and “shameful and offensive” and “danger-
ous”.9  As the former Secretary of State, Clinton should be able to provide some clear detail on this subject, but she has not.

6. Why does Clinton think visa-overstayers are entitled to citizenship? Doesn’t amnesty undermine the efforts of visa 
adjudicators in the State Department?

Clinton is on record supporting legalization of illegal immigrants. It is estimated that around half of the illegal immigrant 
population is made up of people who came legally but then broke the promises made to our State Department officials and 
overstayed their visas.10 Does Secretary Clinton believe that all foreigners should view temporary visas as a pathway to per-
manent residency in the United States? If so, does she believe that our visa officers overseas should stop looking for signs that 
an applicant is likely to overstay?

7. In 2006, Clinton said “we need to have tougher employer sanctions” to prevent employers from hiring illegal aliens. 
What type of sanctions does she support, and will she mandate E-Verify?

In October 2006, Clinton gave a speech calling for an amnesty, but also said the United States must “Secure our borders with 
technology, personnel, physical barriers if necessary in some places; and we need to have tougher employer sanctions.”11 
However, she supports President Obama’s Deferred Action program, which rewards law-breaking businesses by giving work 
permits to their illegal immigrant laborers. Does she now believe all businesses should be able to employ illegal aliens?

8. Why does Clinton support a 550 percent increase in Syrian refugees when the FBI and USCIS say there are gaps in the 
data necessary to do adequate screening?

On the issue of Syrian refugee resettlement, the FBI testified that there are “gaps” in the screening process and that “There is 
risk associated of bringing anybody in from the outside, but specifically from a conflict zone like that.”12 Testimony from U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) indicates the agency has difficulty doing background checks, doesn’t have 
the ability to send an investigator to Syria, and that Syria itself is lacking databases U.S. officials can look through. Is Clinton 
prepared to assure the American people that zero terrorists will slip through the refugee resettlement process?

9. Why has Clinton ignored federal law and allowed tens of thousands of criminal aliens to be released into our  
neighborhoods?

In 2013, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) released 36,007 convicted criminal aliens with records that included 
193 homicide convictions, 426 sexual assault convictions, 303 kidnapping convictions, 1,075 aggravated assault convic-
tions, and many other crimes — nearly 88,000 crimes in total.13 It is believed this practice of releasing criminal aliens from 
countries that refuse to take back their nationals existed under Clinton’s entire term as Secretary of State despite the fact that 
federal law requires the State Department to stop issuing visas to people in that country until the country cooperates.14

10. In light of the controversy surrounding the H-1B visa program, will Clinton end the program or dramatically in-
crease the number of H-1B visas issued each year?

Over the past year, a number of companies have been hired foreign workers to replace American workers in tech positions. 
The New York Times reports that Disney employees were forced to train their replacements, who were brought in by an out-
sourcing firm based in India through the H-1B visa program.15 Similar replacements were reported at Toys ‘R’ Us, Southern 
California Edison, Pfizer and other companies.
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